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•		21,641	catheters	placed	over	6-year	period
	 	 •	 	231,480	PICC	days	(mean	10.7	days)
	 	 •	 	497	with	thrombus






*Rate is consistent throughout study period
Lehigh Valley Health Network, Allentown, PA
Incidence and Quality Implications of Deep Venous Thrombosis after Peripherally Inserted 
Central Venous Catheter
Background





	 	 •	 	Previous	studies	small
	 	 	 	 –	 	Limited data for role of anti-coagulation
	 	 	 	 –	 	Quoted rate of DVT with PICC ~2%
	 	 	 	 –	 	Up to 10% of all DVTs in UE
	 	 	 	 –	 	Up to 36% associated with pulmonary embolus




































































thrombus 213 73.0% 8
Prior	
thrombus 79 27.1% 10
Total 292 100

























Location Freq. Percent Median PICC days
 
Non-ideal 33 11.3 8
Midline 13 4.45 4
RA 7 2.4 4











Low	MW	Heparin 51 17.47 8
Heparin	SQ 87 29.79 8
Heparin	GTT 15 5.14 6
Coumadin 18 6.16 7.5
Other 3 1.03 8
None 118 40.41 8




	 	 •	 	Did	not	vary	significantly	by	agent







Low MW Heparin 8 (17.4) 38 (82.6) 46 (100)
Heparin 19 (22.1) 67 (77.9) 86 (100)
Coumadin 2 (14.3) 12 (85.7) 14 (100)
Other 0 (0) 3 (100) 3 (100)
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Catheter Size Freq. Percent Median PICC days
 
4	Fr 73 25.09 8
5	Fr 213 73.2 8
